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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 6578 
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E. O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: GR, TU, IT, US 

SUB J : CARAMANLIS VISIT TO ROME 

SUMMARY. DURING A BRIEF WORKING VISIT TO ROME, GREEK 
PREMIER CONSTANTINE CARAMANLIS MADE AN APPEAL BOTH FOR AN 
ACCELERATION OF THE PACE OF NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TO GREEK 
ACCEPTANCE AS A FULL MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND 
FOR PROGRESS IN RESOLVING OUTSTANDING GREEK-TURKISH PROBLEMS. 
CARAMANLIS MENTIONED IN A RESTRAINED MANNER THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION’S DECISION TO SUPPORT A LIFTING OF THE 
ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST TURKEY. POINTING OUT THAT THE GREEKS 
DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE RATIONALE FOR THE MOVE. TO ITALIAN 
OBSERVERS, CARAMANLIS SEEMED LESS SURE OF HIMSELF ON THIS 
OCCASION AND WORRIED ABOUT CHALLENGES FROM HIS POLITICAL 
OPPOSITION. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . GREEK PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS PAID A BRIEF ONE-DAY 
WORKING VISIT TO ROME ARRIVING APRIL 5 AND DEPARTING 
APRIL 6. DURING THE MORNING OF APRIL 6, CARAMANLIS 
MET PRIVATELY FOR TWENTY MINUTES WITH PRIME MINISTER 
ANDREOTTI BEFORE THE TWO LEADERS JOINED THEIR ASSEMBLED 
DELEGATIONS FOR ENLARGED DISCUSSIONS. A BRIEF COURTESY CALL ON 
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PRESIDENT GIOVANNI LEONE AND A LUNCHEON HOSTED BY PRIME MINISTER 
ANDREOTTI CONCLUDED THE PROGRAM FOR CARAMANLIS VISIT. ACCORDING TO 
CHIEF OF MFA'S BALKAN AFFAIRS OFFICE (FRANCHETTI) WHO WAS PRESENT 
AT THE FORMAL MEETING BETWEEN THE TWO DELGATIONS, CARAMANLIS USED 
MOST OF THE AVAILABLE TIME TO DELIVER A MONOLOGUE ADDRESSED 
TO THREE PROBLEMS: GREEK MEMBERSHIP IN THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY (EC), THE FUTURE OF A UNIFIED EUROPE, 

AND OUTSTANDING GREEK-TURKISH DISPUTES. 

2. ON GREEK EC MEMBERSHIP, CARAMANLIS MADE AN APPEAL FOR ITALIAN 
SUPPORT TO ACCELERATE THE PROCESS BY WHICH IT WOULD BE ACCOM- 
PLISHED. HE SPECIFICALLY ASKED THAT THE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
CONNECTED WITH GREEK ADHERENCE TO THE EC BE REVISED TO INCLUDE 
EARLIER DEADLINES, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE. 

3. TURNING TO THE SUBIECT OF THE FUTURE OF A UNIFIED 
EUROPE, CARAMANLIS NOTED THE NEED TO INTENSIFY EFFORTS 

TO STRENGTHEN COOPERATION BETWEEN THE MEMBERS OF THE EC. 

HE OBSERVED THAT THE TREATY OF ROME HAD BEEN ANIMATED BY 

A SPIRIT OF IDEALISM. IN RECENT YEARS, HOWEVER, THIS SPIRIT 

HAS WANED, AND NOT ENOUGH HAS BEEN DONE ACCORDING TO CARAMANLIS, 

TO PURSUE THE GOAL OF POLITICAL UNITY. CARAMANLIS STRESSED 

HIS DESIRE TO SEE GREECE AS AN ACTIVE PARTNER IN A UNIFIED EUROPE 

AND DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS A MAN OF EUROPE FOR WHICH HE IS BEING 

CHALLENGED BY HIS POLITICAL OPPONENTS. 
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3. FRANCHETTI STATED THAT CARAMANLIS COVERED NO NEW 
GROUND IN TALKING OF THE OUTSTANDING GREEK-TURKISH 
DISPUTES. THE GREEK PREMIER BEMOANED TURKISH INTRANSI- 
GENCE AND REGRETED THE FACT THAT THE TURKS HAVE BEEN 
SLOW TO PUT FORWARD NEW PROPOSALS FOR THE RESOLUTION 
OF OUTSTANDING BILATERAL DISPUTES, INCLUDING THE CYPRUS 
PROBLEM. HE DESCRIBED TURKISH BEHAVIOR AS IRRATIONAL 
AND EXPRESSED HIS DEEP DISAPPOINTMENT OVER THE LACK OF 
MEASURABLE PROGRESS IN GREEK-TURKISH BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

4. ACCORDING TO FRANCHETTI, CARAMANLIS DESCRIBED IN A 
RESTRAINED MANNER HIS REACTIONS TO THE CARTER ADMINIS 
TRATION'S DECISION TO SUPPORT A LIFTING OF THE ARMS 
EMBARGO AGAINST TURKEY. HE NOTED THAT THE CONGRESS 
ADOPTED THE EMBARGO WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF PRESSURING 
THE TURKS TO MOVE TO SETTLE THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. 

CARAMANLIS STATED THAT PROGRESS HAS NOT OCCURRED, AND 

THUS HE FINDS IT HARD TO UNDERSTAND THE ADMINISTRATION'S PRESENT 
POSITION. 

5. FRANCHETTI FOUND CARAMANLIS FAR LESS SURE OF HIMSELF THAN HE 
HAD APPEARED IN EARLIER BILATERAL MEETINGS WITH THE ITALIANS. 
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SOME OF HIS TOUGHNESS SEEMED TO HAVE DISAPPEARED, AND ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS HE DISPLAYED SERIOUS PREOCCUPATION AND CONCERN OVER 
PRESSURES FROM HIS POLITICAL OPPONENTS, PARTICULARLY IN THE ABSENCE 
OF READILY VISIBLE PROGRESS IN MOVING GREECE TOWARD EC MEMBERSHIP 
AND IN RESOLVING THE GREEK-TURKISH DISPUTES.GARDNER 
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